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But ſeeke yee firit the Kingdome of God, and his 
righteou peſt ; and all thefe things ſhall bee added wn- 


to yon. | 


IM He very - foundation of a 
V Chriſtian conuerſation, is a 
rightperſwaſion concernin 

our happineile. This there- 


| | GD fore being a: matter of ſo 
4 2&4 great conſequence, our Sa- 


uiour Chriſt endeuoureth 
inthelarter part of this Chapter, to re&ifie our 
judgements therein : ſhewing both wherein wee 
'are not to repoſe our felicity, and alſo wherein we 
are to place our happineſle. Lay »ot wp (faith he) 
treaſures to your ſelues on earth ;that is, place not 
your treaſure,your chicfeſt good, your happineſſe 
4n any earthly things, which are tranſitory and 
momentany ; but {xy /þ your treaſure,that is, place 

3 your 


Verſ.19, 20, 
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| yooripoyingts and wIeny in heauen, where per- 
c 


ſo - that is, Whatſocuer you eſteeme your happi- 
[neſſe or chicfeſt good,on that your heart will bee 


| Phil. 3-20: 
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e&tandeternall happineſle is onely to be found. 
For where your treaſure is there will your heart bee al. 


ſer; vnto that,yourdeſires,your ſtudies and ende-| 
uours wiltbee referred. It therefore your iudge- 
ment; which is the eye of your mind, bee ſincere, 
and iydgearightof your chicfeſt good; the whole 
body (as it were) andcourle of your lifeand con- 
one; an will be ſutable cthereunto. Bur zf your eye 
beeuill, if you iudge peruerſly of your happineſs, 
[placing your chi noo in earthly and worldly 
things :then will your conuerſation bee worldly 
and wicked. As for example : If a man ſethis hart 
on pleaſure.as his chiefeſt good, the whole frame 
of his life will bee voluptuous: if on riches, the 
whole courſe of his life will be couctous: ifon h6- 
nour and promotion, his whole carriage and de. 
portment will bee ambitious, Bur if a man ſhall 
cſteeme the eternall ſaluation of his foule, as his 
chicfeſt good: his life will be ſpirituall and religi- 
ous as hauing his conuerſation.inheauen. Now if 
any'man ſhall thinke(as it is to befeared,too tma- 
ny:doe) that he can take a wiſer courſe, then that 
which our Sauiour prefcriberh; for he will place | 
histreaſure and happineſſe both in heauers and in| 
eatth roo : our Sauiour telleth him, that this can- 
\not be : for this were to ſerue two maſters that are 
at variance.70w cannot ſerue God and M ammon:you 
cannot be worldlings, and true Chriſtians. You 


cannot prefix vnto your ſelues two ſupreme ends, 
| _which| 
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which be rone tothe other. If therfore 
our heartbe chiefly onthe carth, then is not your 


ppineſle in heauen. 

Our Sauiour hauing laid this foundation con- 
cerning the ſupreme cnds ; inthe next place, hee 
giueth dire&ion concerning the meanes defti- 
nated and referred thereunto; ſhewing, that as! 
our treaſure is notto be placed on earth, fo our 
chicfeſt care ſhould nor beſet on earthly things. 
Therefore 1ſay vsto you, Take no thought for your 
life,cc. And onthe other fide, as our happineſſe 
is to be repoſcd in heauen : ſo we ſhould firſt and 
principally ſceke the Kingdome of God,and his| 
'rightcouſneſſe. And if any ſhall demand, Alas, 
how then ſhall we liue, what courſe ſhall we take 
;to thriue in this world > Our Sauiour anſwereth, 
that ifwee firi# ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and. his 
"ighteouſneſſe,all theſe things ſhall be: added wnto vs, 


Theſe words therefore B'reCePT. 
containe two things : a /Promile 


The precepr is two-fold; the one,Negatiue, 
which 1s but. implicd; the other, Affirmatiue, 
\7hich is expreſſed, The Negatiue, (Thatweare 
. .otfirſt ro ſeeke the things onearth) is implied 

artly in the aduerſatiue coniunQion Bat, which 

reſuppoſeth a Negation going beforezand part- 
iy,in the word Fir:f - for if wee are firſt to ſeeke 
the Kingdome of God, and his rightcouſneſſe, 
then are we nor firſt to ſeekecarthly things. 

But hcere it may be demanded, Wherher our 
Sauiour Chriſt doforbid al care for the ng 


Luk.12.31, 
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Verſ.z5. to 33. 
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this life: for ſohe may ſeeme,verſ.25. Wherefore 7 
ay onto you, take no thought for your life, what you 
all eate or drinke, or wherewith ye ſhall bee clothed : | 


for if wee. may not take thought for neceſlaries, 
then much leſle for ſuperfluittes. And Toh. 6.27. 
Labour not for the meate that periſheth, but labour | 
for that which endureth wnto enerlaſting life, I an- 
ſvere by a twofold diſtinCtion: Firſt, that he for. | 
biddeth «4as, (for ſo he ſpeaketh, verl. 25.'& 31.) 


Primum relati- 
ue ducitur ad ſe- 
cundum. Nice 
Lyr. 


De Serm. Dom. 
in monte. lb. 2. 


the immoderare, the carking, the diftruſtfull care, 
whereby the heart is diuided, (as the word im- 
porteth) and remoued from God : not the mee 
rate and prouident care, which elſewhere is com- 
mended in the Scriptures. Secondly, thathe for- 
biddeth inordinate and prepoſterous care,where- 
by carthly deſires are more cared for, than the 
glory of God in our ſaluation : not the orderly 
care of carthly things, which is ſubordinated to 
the glory of God,and our owne faluation, which 
ſeemeth to be implied both inthis place, and in 
the 12. of Zuke,For, firit,ſeemeth to have relation 
toa ſecond : and therefore when hee biddeth vs, 
|Seeke firſt the: Kingdome of God, hee doth nor 
forbid, nay, he ſeemeth toimply, that in the ſe- 
cond place, and ina ſecondary reſpe&, we ſhould 
ſeeke the things of this life : the former ( as A1u- 
euſtine ſaith) vt bonum noſtrum, the latter, wt ne- 
ceſſariam: noſtrum, neceſſarium autem propter illud 
| Lonuns : the former, as our chicfe good; the lar- 
ter,as neceſlary helpes and ſupplies whileſt we are 
in this life, as.in the way towards happinefle. In 
the 12. of Lickehauing in like ſort diſlwaded from 
| worldly 


worldly cares;inthe 32. verſche faith: But rather 
ſeeke the kingdome of God : and fo is, the exhortati- 
on,lohn 6.27. to bee vnderſtood-comparatiuely, 
Labour not ſo much,or labournor chiefly forthe 
meate that periſheth, 'Forour ' Sauiour himſelf 
in this chapter hauing direacd vs,firſt after Gods 
glory, to focke his —_— and his righteoul- 
nesz his kingdome in the ſecond petition of the 
LordsPrayer,his righteouſnes inthe third : in the 
fourth petition he teacheth vs to aske, and by al- 
king,to ſceke the things of this life. And what we 
are toaske inprayer,weare to ſecke and to labour 
for in our practice, and to endeuour in our liues, 
leſt wemay ſeeme to tempt God, / ft 11071 
From-the immoderarte-and prepoſterous care 
for the things of. this life, our Saujour diſſivadeth 
by ewoarguments; the one,becauſcall ſuch care is 
vaindand ſuperfluous; the orhep, becauſe it is hea- 
theniſh and notbeſceming;Chriftians. Thar it's 
vaine; he proueth by foure reaſons : firſt, 29» 41077, 
from the more, or greater.The life 's more ther the 
weate,and the body then rayment.: therefore he that 
ethelifc, will prouide-food to fuſtaine it,and 


The Chriftian CArteof Thriung, 1 


ethat prouided the body, will give rayment t6 | 


clothe it,: riamely, to themthat moderately and 
orderly ſccke it. | 

The ſecond and fourth, z minors, from-the 
leſſe. \God.feed:th the Fowles withourtheir care- 
fulneſſe; and doth nor onely clothe , bur alſo a- 
dorne the Lillyes of the field, which are of no value 


for mans vſe,ſo arc theyupplied withneceſlarics 
B for 


incompariſonof men. Whichas theywere made| 


| 


Verſ 27s 


Verſ, 26, 
Ver[.28,29,30. 
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Veil, 8. 


Math.7.11. 


| TheChaftmyArte of Thrinne. 

for mansſake, Ifrherefore God provide for'ithem 
how «uich mbre will he prouide for vs, if we ſhall 
| depend vpon his prouidence in the moderate ve! 
of lawfull meanes > The third is from the like. 
For God hath (et to all mien a ftint.as of rheir fla- 
tarc;ſo of theireftate: as therdfore itwereavaine 
and idle thing for a man to carke and care for the 
increaſe of his ature; ſo likewiſe for the aduance- 
meac of his ſtate. aboue that pitch , which God 
hath limited. 

Theothet argument is, becauſe ſuch care is no 
way beſceming Chriſtians : firſtybecauſe it is Hea- 
theniſh, T he Gentiles, that doe not know God,nor 
acknowledge his ptouidence,' frete emmodryat 
| | 
and nqaiioeyy after theſe things. But you mu 
a ike vo them, as before hee had ſaid. 'Se- 
condly,it becommeth Chriſtians,who haue a hea- 
uenly Father,which knoweth whar is needfull and 
expcdient for vs bttter then-our felues, 'to'caſt 
theircare ypon him,and to depend vpon his Fa- 
therly prouidence. Children that haue wiſe, lo- 
uing abd able parents,doe not vie to take thought 
for their foode and rayment, or otherneceſlaries, 
but depend vpon theprouident care of their na- 
turall Parerits. How much more ought. we;who 
are the children of God,to depend vpon the pro- 
uidence of our heauenly Father? For #f earthly.P a. 
rents de know to give 200d things to their childytn, 
how much more will our l—_ Father gine good 
things to them that aske him ? who in loue,wiſdome 
and power doth infinitely more excell carthly Pa- 
retits,then the heauensexceede the carth: 
ny | But 
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et Ch be enfirced. Is God' our Father 
in Chriſt? then hath he giuen: his owne Sonne 
forvs, that by him we mightbe made the ſonnes 
of God, If therefore (as the Apoſtle argueth) God 
hath ſo loued vs, that he ſpared not his onely begotten 
Sonne,but gaue him ones unto death for vs ; how ſhall 
not he with kin: gine vs all things that are needfull 
andexpedieatfor vs ? Againe,is God our Father? 
thenare we his ſonnes: and if ſonnes,ther alſo beives, 
heires of God, and coheires with Chriit, and there- 
fore to vs alſo belongeth that comfortable exhor- 
tation of; our Sauiour Chriſt, Luke 12. 32. Feare 
not,liitleflocke, be:not diſtracted with diſtruſtfull 
care,or feate of want, it is your Fathers pleaſure to 
giue you a Kingdome, For if God wil giue vs an hea- 
ugnly and'cuerlaſfting Kingdom; can we imagine 
thathe will denic vntoivs thepettie commodities 
ofthis life-? So muchot the negative precepr or 
dchortation, 

In the affirmatiue precept or exhortation, we 
are tonote three things. TheobieR, or thing to 
be ſought,the dutie of ſeeing, the: order and de- 
gree, fir/t,The obiet is twotold;the Kingdome of 
God, and hes righteouſnes. 

' * As rouching the former : there are two kings 
domes inthe worldzthe one-ofdarkenes, the other 


oy 
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God-izour Father, 


Rom.$.; 2, 


Rom.$, ry, 


Luk, 13.32, 


of light. Theformar isthe kingdome of Satan, 
' who is called the Prince, yea, the god of this worl2, 
who ruleth effeually in tho children) of difobe- 
diencs, carrying.them captiue-to the: obedience 
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Epheſ.s, 2. 
L. Tim. 2.26. 


of his will : vato thiskingdom-all mennavurally, || 
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The Chriftian CArt of Thrining. 

fincethe Fall' of A4oan;arcifubic&;/and in thar: 
ſubie&ion doe remiine, vntill they bee tranſlated 
into the Kingdome of God. The conſideration 
whereof ought to moue all, that axe not inthe 
ſtate of grace, earneſtly and ſpeedily :to ſeeke the' 
Kingdome of God.' For 'vntill they-belong to 
Gods Kingdome, they are ſubie&s of the king- 
domeof Satan. 

| Vniuerfall. 


The Kingdome of God is ara 
 Speciall, 

His vniuerſall Kingdome is called: the King- 
dome . of his power. and proxidence. Of which 
it is ſaid, Pſalm. 103.19. The Lord hath prepared 
his T hrone in the Heanens, and his Kingdome ruleth 
oxer all : vnto this Kingdome all creatures what. 
ſocuer,be they neuer ſo rebellious,are ſubie&.For 
alchough inreſpe&of their tent, they ſer them- 
ſclucs againſt the will of God; yet in reſpe off. 
the cuent, they become (though vnwittingly)the 
inſtruments of God, to bring to paſſchts good 
purpoſes. Ofthis kingdome our Sauiour ſpeak-| 
ethnot in this place; Neither ſhall wee need to 
ſecke it, but voluntarily ro ſubmit our ſelues vnto 
it, whereunto all creatures of neceſſity are ſub. 
ject. 

His ſpeciall kingdome is that whereby hee ru- 
leth ouerhisEle&, who are not onely his king- 
dome,but his Family alſo, whereof one part is in 
heauen, which is the Church triumphant; the 0. 
theron carth, which is the Church militant. In 
regard whereof the ſpeciall kingdome of God 


| hath| 
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Pt Tie Crier Are bring: 
hath'two parts; the kingdome of Glory, and the 
kingdome of Grace. The kingdome df Glory, to 
the Ele&,is a ſtate of Glory, and eternall happi- 
neſſc in heauen; where they hauing vnionwith 
Chriſt, and by hiq commnnion and/fellowſhip 
with the whole Trinity, enioy the chicteſt good, | 
[which is God himſelfe, in whoſe preſence there is 
\fulneſſe of toy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures 
for enermore.. 

The kingdome of Grace, vnto the Ele&, is a 
ſtate of Grace, and by it, of happineſſe begun in 
this life, ſtanding inthe meanes and degrees of 
ſaluation;wheremwehauing by the Spirit, vnion 
with'Chriftas'our Head; who is our {fe, and wxth 
whom 'our lift is hid in God, Colbf. chap. 3. verſ, 

,4. and having alſo communion with him im 
his merkts, to our inſtification, and in his grace 
aridefficicy of his Spirit, roour ſanctification, 
doe paſſe the time of -our pilgrimage , as in 
his feare, ſo alſo in expectation of ecerlaſtin _ 
pineſſe, The former kingdome 1s to bee In « 
as our ſupreme end, and abſolute felicitie; rhe 
(latter, as the meanes deſtinated thereunto. Yet 
|both as our happineſle; that, vt beatitndopatrie ; 
this, vt b:atitudo vie ; that, as the happineſle com- 
orehenſornm, who arc in aQuall poſſeſſion; this.as 
the happineſſe 244197, who line in expeRation: 
and therfore both alſo are to be firſt ſought : that, 
in intention,as the end, this, inexecutton,as the 
meanes tothe end. For whoſoeuer defircth tobe 
an inheritcour of the Kingdome of Glory; where 


hertoag his'Saints is all-in all;:muſtfrſtbee a 
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Plal. 16.11, 


1.Pet.1.17, 


Tit.3+ 13; 
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Romi. 14.17. 


Row. 5. 1,2, 


2.Cor,5.21. 
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in Godrulethin his Saints by bis Word and Spi- 
| rit, | 
| - Butour Sauiour requirethvs to ſceke, not on- 
ly the Kingdome of God, but alſo his righteouſ- 
neſſe. Where perhaps it may ſceme ſtrange, that 
this addition 1s heere made, fecing to 
is included inthe kingdome. For as the Apoſtle| 
 faith,the Kinedome of God ſlandeth not in meate or 
' drinke, ox inother things appertaining to this life, 
| but in righteouſneſſe and, peace, and Fs in the holy 
| Ghoſt. Nothing therefore being idle and ſuper- 
' luous inthe Word of Godj: we are. to, conceiue, 
| thatthis addition, for more diſtin explication, 
| was needfull in reſpe& of our corruption, who 
would all of vs bethought ro ſeeke Gods King-| 
dome; whercas but few (m compariſon) doe caxe' 
for his righteouſneſſe, which notwithſtanding is 
 inexecutionand practice, firſt tobe ſought as the, 
 chiefe thing inthe Kingdome of grace,(the other 
| tWO,V7Z. peacc,and ioy,being the fruits and con- 
ſcquents therof )and as the high way to the King- 
dome of glory. Now the righteouſneſle which 
 weare to ſeeke,is not our owne, but 4is righte- 
ouſneſle: as the Gloſſe hath obſerued,1u/titiam d:- 
cit eius,ut per eum,uon per v0s iufit ſuits: That wee 
may berightcous,notin and by our ſelues, but.in 
and by him. For Chriſtyvha knew 10 finne, was 
| made finnegghat is, a ſinner for vs, by imputation 
 ofour ſinnevnto him , that we, who are Ro in 
| ourſelues, might be made the righteouſneſſe of God 
in him,that is, rightcous before God. in him, by 
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impuration 'of his tighttodfſnallt vito vs. The 
righteouknelle therefore, which we are to ſeeke, is 
not the righreouſneſſe,which is ofthe law, for that 
is called our righteouſnefle:the which, if we ſhall 
| ſeeke with the lewes, to be juſtified thereby ; we 
| ſhal with them miſke of the righteouſhes, which is 


| of God. But iris the Euangelicall righteouſhies,or 


that which is revealed in the Goſpell, which wee 
are commanded to ſeeke,which is called rhe 1:4h- 
 teoufnes of God, Thewhich,as itis'therchicke ſublet 
| ofthe Golpell, as the ApoRtle Theweth ;-7 am nat 
| (Gith he) aſha924 of tht Goſpel of Chriit, for therein 
is the vi 
we. arc-not iuſtified by rhe righteouſnes of_ the 
law,burby that yi25reonſh1ts which without the Law is 
reaealed in the Goſpell, exen the righteouſnes of God, 
which #5 C4 faith in Teſus Chriit : fo is it firſt and 
principally robe ſought: and in compariſon there- 
of, we are with the Apoftle to efterme our owne 
righteouſnes, and wharfocuer priviledges we may 
ſceme to haue by the law, 5 4a77,4s lofſe : that we 
may win Chriit,and be found in him, not haning our 
owne righteviſnes which is of the law ; bat that which 
is through the farth of Chriſt, the righteduſnes whith 
is of God by faithy hat we may know him, and tht power 
of his fra and the feltowſhip or communion 
of his ſufferints, being mate toformnblt to his death, 
And this tighteouſnes is twofold;beily either itm- 
_ through faith, or infuſed by the Spirit : the 
oO 

[larcer,of ſan&ification. FThefbtmer is called, the 
rightemſueſe bf God, not onely” becatiſe it is _ 
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ra/aeouſnes of God rexeated : and againe, thar! 


rmer, is the righitcouſneſle of juſtification; the | 


: 


Row10.3. 


Rom.1;17, 


Rom.3.21, 22. 


— —— —— —w——c YG - Io ——_ _—_—— 


Phil, 3.8,9, 10. 


E— —_ —— 


———_ —— = 


4 OC 2; 4 Sa 
ba nd Fw. "* 
A 
; I2 


| 


AQ.20.:8, 


| ler.23.6. * 


1.Cor.t 30. 


Rom, 5.9. 


Rom.5.19, 


| Toh.1, 16, 


| 


The Chriitian CArieof Thrining, | 


God, and accepted of him, as the latter, butalfo 
becauſe it is the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, who is 
God : in which ſence the blood of Chriſt is called 
the blood of God; for Chriſt is called Jehouah our 
righteouſneſſ: and he was giuen vnto vs of God,to 
be our rizhteouſaeſſe. Not thatwe arc iuſtified by 
the eſſentiall, or vncreated righteoulneſle of the 
Deitie (which was the error of 0f7ander,) but be-| 
cauſe Chriſt, by whole righteouſneſſe we are iu- 
ſified,is God. Forto ſpeake properly , we are iu- 
ſtified by that rightcouſneſſe, which Chriſt per- 
formed in his humanirie, in the daics of his fleſh, 
both paſſiue and aQiue: whereupon the Apoſtle 
ſaith, that weare 2uitified by his blood, that-1s his 


aſſuerighreouſneſſe, and by his obedience,that is 
| his aftiue rightcouſneſle. For as by the diſobedience 
of one, (the firſt Adam) many are made ſinners, ſo by 
the obedience of One, (the ſecond Adam) many are 
mad: righteous. The righteouſneſſe therefore, by 
which wee are iuſtified , is the righteouſneſſe of 
Chriſt,who is God,without vs, in him. The righ. 
teouſneſle of ſantification is in vs, from him Þr 
of his fulnes we haue receined grace for grace, Forby 
the merit, of Chriſt his obedience, death , and 
reſurreQion apprehended by faith , and imputed 
vnto vs,we arc iuſtified: and by the vertue, power | 
{andefficacy of the ſamc obedience, death, andre- 

ſucreQion applied ynto,vs by thaholy:Ghoſt, | we 
\are anCtified. Theformer is perfe,butnor inhe-: 
rent: the latter is inherentbut not perſe&. There. 
fore of juſtihcation thene are no degrees ; but of 
ſanRification there are,according tothe meaſure 
| ol 


_— — 


— 


$4, GS-0. AIBSLES o... IE 


Te 

T grace received. By\the former, weare inticuled 
vato Gods kingdome; by the latter, we arefitted 
and prepared thereunto-2 for no vncleanc thing 
canenter into the Kingdome of God. The former 
isthe title whereby we'claime our inheritance, 
the latter- is the cognizance of thoſe which are 
heires : therefore.it js ſaid, that by faith we receine 
remiſsion of ſinnes, and inheritance amone thoſe that 
are [anitified, And therefore allo it is called the in- 
heritance of the S4i7ts. 

Theſetwoſorts of righteouſnes, though diffe- 
rent in themſelues,maſt concutre in the ſame ſub- 
ic&:and therefore we are to ſcekethe one, as well 
as the other ; and nor like carnall goſpellers,to be 
all for i»#tification, and nothing Br ſandtification. 
Far Chriſt was giuen vnto vs of God, as wellto 
bee our ſant7ification as our => ug - and out 
of his fide there ifſucd, as well the water of ablu- 
tion,as the b/ood of redemprion. Yea, he hath re- 
deemed vs.as well from the dominion of finne, as 
from the guilt of it. And therefore no man can be 
aſſured of his juſtification, who is not in ſome 
meaſure ſanified. For God hath ſwore, that 
whom he redeemeth, to them he will giue grace 
to worſhip him iu holines and righteouſnes. Whoſoeuer 
is in Chriit,js a new creature. Whoſoener are Chriits, 
they crucifie the fleſh with the luits thereof”, walking 
not afier eff but after the. Spirit. And as the 
rightcouſneſle of ſanQification is an vnſeparable| 
companion of juſtification, in ſo much as noman 
is wh counted righteous, bnthe that doth righte- 
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Math. 16. 23. 


_ 30 0g rſh ef 3M 
tioh. }ithout holines #0 01465: flall fet ©bd : arid 


| chat our nartrall and cafnall wifedomie is divick 


py TN 


In 
leſſe a mun br bornt aquiathe.carinet ſet the ingdowme 
oat Know ye nt that the wiivighteous ſhall not in- 
erit the kingdome of God? $0'mnch of the obieR. 
The dutic is to ſerke: which word prefuppoſat 
a loſſe of thoſe things, which we are cormanded 
to ſecke. For by ſine'all of vs inatilpally; are ex- 
iles froni the Kingdome of glory , falnie from a 
ſtate of grace and _— ihto a ſtate of diſs. 
bedience and miſery, depriued of the gloriousT- 
mage of God, where wee were ereared in'truc 
righreouſnefle and holmeffe, atid have got wto 
our ſelues rhe ouply ſhape of Satan. In fo mich 


liſh : the very 4644 of our corrupt nature, the na- 
errall inclination and'diHſpofition' of 6dr tfiinds is 
not onely an enemy, but enmity againſt God. In 
which refpe& ovr Saviour doubted notro ſay vn- 
to Petey, Audit,Satan, for thok doeft wars, ng fo 
nour, affect not the thinds which be if Goll, biit t ofe 
that be of men. Thisoiit Ioffe and miſery is ſeri- 
ouſly,to bee acknowledged, and bewaited of vs ; 
thatby the acknowledgement and ſeiiſe thereof, 
[we may be ſtirred vpMtiidioufly ts feeke the King- 
dome of God, and the righteouſneſſe which wee 
|haue loſt. For Chriſt our Saujour came to ſauce 
{thoſe which were loft, to redeeme capriues,to ju- 
iſtific thoſe, who by ſinne were guilty of damnati- 
Jon, to ſanAifie thoſe which were defiled & pollu- 
tedwith firme. WhereforeXwe be nor loſt in our 
ſelues, weneed hota Savfotir; nor aRedeciner,if 
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we be not captives ; nor aTuftfier, if wee bee = 
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uilty; nora SanRifierif we be nacpollaed ; nei-| © 
ther hall avs ri ſkcke the: Kingdome of 
God,zaaghis righreovſneſſe, if wee-doe'nor truly 
acknowledge thatwe hauc loſt them: - | 
| | Now thigwerdSeeke; jmoporteth a ſtudious de- | 
fire care, and: w#tofind and to reconer that 
which wekaus loft. The ſtudious deſire tnuſt bee 
expreſled in-hearty,carneft, and faithfull prayer 
vato Gad. Far what wee aske in prayer, wee doe 
ſecke at the handsof God. Out care muſt ſhew it Mah. 79. 
{cle is ſhudjqus medicatiop, and ſerious pur- 
poieto wie all good meanes, and to avnid the im- 
PM imenss,Qur eqdeyprr muſtappearein the care- 
and diligent yſing of the means,andaucidin; 

the iwpedinaents,and.in doing whatever lic 
ig our pawer,and otro be wanting ro Qurſtlues 
in any thing which weare able to. perforrae, For 
Wweearenct fo to caſt thecareofaurfaluation vp- 
onGodghatwye ſhould negle irour ſelucs. He | auguſtine. 
thatmmade ys without ys,wiilnorfauc vs (LHpeake 
of ſuchas come to yeexes of diſcretion) withour 
our owne eadeugurs. For though in reſpe& of 
T ſome mens extxaordinary calling, as alſo in re- 
| gardof the 5ſt granting of themeanes (of falua- 
tion, tothoſe,which before (ate in darknefſe, itbe 
true,that God # faund of them who ſaucht him not ; 
yet,where the ordinary meanes of faluation are 
affoorgded,men arc bound to ſeake God in bisors 
dinances,apdgarghully to victbole meanes which | 
God hath graciqufly vauckfated. Neither haue 
any a promule that heyſhal find ualeſſefirſt they 
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"Thus theti'weeare to ſecke, the Kingdome of 
| glory, and: 'the- eternall faluatioh of 'our-ſoules, 
| Firſt, by begging this mercyatthe hands 6f God, 
Rom.10.13, | Which he hath promiſed 'to them that call' vpon 
[Luk.23.42, 43- him. Secondly, . by fecking the Kingdome of 
grace , and his righteouſneſſe , as the meahes 
| thereto; that is, by ar earneſt defire, "#ſeri- 
| ous-carc and a true endevour. ';/ to'attaine'to' the 
| 

! 


meanes and degrees of faluation'inthis life, viz. 
our Vocation, whereby weearebroughrinto his 1 F 
Kingdome; our Luftification atid SanRification: 
whereby we are made -partakers of ihis riphteouf 4 
neſſe. Ty endeuoring and giuing all di- 
ligence to take our Eleion, Vocation, and Tu- 
ſification ſure vnto vs by theworkes of SanGifi- 
cation, that is, of piety and'righteouſneſſe. ' For 
if we doe theſe things, an entrance ſhall abundantly bee 
miniſtred unto vs, into the everlaiting Kingdome of 
our Lord and Sauionr Teſus Chriſt. And to encou- 
rage vs carefullyand diligently to ſeeke the King- 
dome of God and his righteouſneſſe, let vs re- 
member, that hee which hath commanded vs to 
Mab.7.7,.3, |ſceke, hath alſo promiſed thatwe ſhall finde. 
Butthe chicte thing which we are to inſ{i{t vp- 
on,isthe order and degree of feeking,required in 
| the word fir##. For where weare enioyned to ſeck 
firſt the Kingdome of God,and his righteouſnes, 
two things are implied. Firſt, in order, before all 
other things, that is,in the firſt place : and firſt, in 
| degree, abouc all other things, thats, chiefly and 
principally. As touching the former; It maybee 
2 in the Loxds Prayer we are taught, 
; ro, 


2:Per.1.,10,11. 
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{righteouſneſle, it appeareth, firſt by the comman- 


to ſceke firſt, not the Kingdome of God, orhis 
rightecouſneſſe, but the glory of God in the firſt 
Petition, his:'Kingdome in the fecond, andhis 
rightcouſnes in the third. Ic is true indeed, that 
among all things whatſoeuer, the glory of God is 
firſt to be ſought, as the ſupreme vniuerſall end, 
whereunto our ſaluation it"ſelfe is-ſubordinated. 
But heere our Sauiour teacheth vs, what to ſeeke 
firſt, i» bonis noſtris, in thoſe good things which 
appertaine vnto vs : and fo our cternall ſaluation 
Ehappine i firſt to be ſought,as our own-chiefe 
good; and as the Philoſophers call it, 7, oe5m. 
Now that weare firſt,and without any further 
delay, to ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and his 


dementof God,not onely in this place, but elſe. 
where alſo in the Scriptures. Eſa. 21. 12. you 
will ſeeker, ſeeke,yeturne,come : for this caunny, as WE 
call it,importethhaſte. As it hee had ſaid, If yee 
will fecke the Lord indeed, ſeeke him without 
delay,returne by RO_ come by faith. Eſa. 
55-6, Seeke the Lord whileſt he may be found,andcall 
wpen himwhileſt he & neere. Plalm.g5. To day if yee 
will heave his voyce,harden not your hearts, (as 

do,which delay to _ obedience to his Word) 
but whileſt-it is called to day, euen to day, before 
to morrow.,turne vnto him. And agreeable to the 


ſon of Syrach : Delay not (ſaith he) toturne unto the 
Lord,and put not off fr day to day : for ſuddenly ſhall 


Canonicall Scriptures is that exhortation of the.| 


Eſa,21.12. 


Plal.95.7. 
© 


Heb. 3.and 4. 


\ 
Eeclus.5.7. 


thewrath of the Lord come forth, and in thy ſecurity 
lng: ſhale be deflroted,ef periſh in the day of vigeance. 
C 3 
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Pſal.63.r. 


[reth tobe done in the firſt place. For. that which 


TheChnriſtianArieof Thrining.. 


2 Bythepraice ofthe faithfull, and namely, 
of Daid,who profeſierh,Plal.63.1.. that early hee 
would ſceke the Lord. And Pſal. 27.8. when the 
Lord ſaid, Seeke yee my face, his heart made an- 
ſwere to God with this Eccho of a ready minde, 
Thy face, Loyd,will I ſeeke. 

3 By other pregnant reafons, whereby is ma- 
nifeſted the abſurd folly of thoſe, who pur offtheir 
conuerſjon,and care of their ſalyation vnrtill their 
old age,or laſt ſickneſle ; as if y meant todoe| 
chart laſt (ifeyer they doe is) which Chriſt requi- 


is commonly ſaid, is moſt of all verified in this 
particular: Mora trahit periculum, Delay breeds 
danger, And that va wer the vacertainty both 
ofa longer lifc,and of repentance to bee attained 
after delay,For we haueno charter or leaſe of our 
lives,but are tenants at will : who muſt gine vp 
.our ſoules into the hands of God, whenſoeuer it 
ſhall pleaſe him tocall chem, hauing no affurance 
that we ſhall live vntill to morrow, And therefore 
it were extreme folly to deferre our conuerſjon 
vnto God, or ſeeking of his Kingdome (where- 
upon our ſaluation dependeth,) though it were 
butvnrill co morrow. But ſuppoſe we ſhould liue| 


fo long as weevainly promiſe to our ſelues ; what 
| afſurancehaue wegtbat we ſhall then repent > For | 


. | firſt, it isnota gens power to repent when 
c 


weliſt, but it is the free gift of God, which ordi- 
narily he offereth in the meanes of our ſaluation. 
But 7 wehardenour hearts againſt thoſe meanes, 
12964 doe, which voluntarily delay their tur- 

ning | 


| 


R 
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The Chrittian Arie of Thriving. 
ning vito Gsd: what hope will there bee of our 
future conneffion, when the meanes ordained 
by Got! for our faluation, by our delay become a 
mean&s of our obduration , when rhe Word of 
God,which to the faithfull is rhe ſavor of life wnto 
life, through 
ſaudur of ath vnth death ? 

2 Againe, if we will not accept the grace of 
God,when ir is offered, as daily he intreateth vs 
by his Miniſters and Embaſſadours,that we would 
be'recouitkd vnto him, what affurance haue we, 
that hEeafter wee ſhall hauc ſo much grace as 
truely ro defire it. Or ifwe ſexme to deſire, and to 
begge it at the hands of God, how can we pro- 
miſe to our ſelves, that if we will not heare God. 
when hee ſpeaketh vnto vs, hee ſhould heare vs 
when weſpeake to him? Doth not the wiſdom of 
God proteft againſt impenitentſimmers, (as thoſe 


our default becommeth vnto vs the } 
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2.Cor,a.16, 


2.Cor.$.20 


Proy. 1,24, 28. 


are which delayrtheit repentance)tharforas much 
as he called,and they would not heare; therefore, 
when in their diſtreſl they ſhoald call vpon him, 
he will not anfwert neither will be found of them when 
they fſhonld feekt him. And to the ſamepurpolerhe 
Prophet Z#ch4a4yconchideth : Therefore 13 is come 
to paſſe, that as he cried,and they would not heare ſo 

they cried, and 1 would not heave, ſaith the Lord of 
Hos. 


3 Mortouer, God ſeemeth todeale with vs, | 


as Popiline Lenws,heRomane Bmbaſſadourdealr 
with Kitg ATnochns, who givinga dilatoty an- 
ſwere to his meſſage, with his Naftehe drew a Tir- 
cle aboutthe King, and required him'in &iename 


PN. 
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Zach.7.13. 


Hieron, in 
Dan. I1. 
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Luke 19.44, 
2.Cor.6,z. 


lam.4.14- 


Apoc.2.10. 


Math 21,17, 
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The Chriſtian CArie of Thrining- 
of the Senate and people of Rome; togiue him a 
dire anſ{were, before he came out of that, circle. 
So the Lordhathincloſed vs in a ſmall circle c 
time, which is called the day of our viſitation, and 
the acceptable time, which atthe moſt is the ſhort 
| period ofthis tranſitory life, which vaniſherh like 
4 vapour: requiring vs, when with Antiochus wee 
ſecke delaies, before we come out of that circle, to | 
giue him our anſwere. For if when the Lord pi 
ueth vs 4 time to repent, as he did to that Jezabel, 
ſpoken of Apoc.2.10. and we doe not repent, we 
are to feare the like judgements, that are there 
threatned againſt her or the like curſe which 
Chriſt gaue to the figge tree, hauing, like an hy- 
pocrite, leaues, but no fruite as yet; Let no frgute 
growe on thee from hence-forward for ener. 

Againe,repentance by delay groweth more 
diffcule. For when repentance is dclaied, ſinne is 
nouriſhed,and being nouriſhed, gerterhſirengrh | 
within vs, growing in ſtrength, as wee growe in 
_ Therefore as crooked plants,whileſt they 

young, may eaſily be bowed or brokenat your 
pleaſureythe which if you ſufferſo to continue vn- 
rill they be growne trees, you ſhall not be able to 
ftirre: ſowhileſt our ſinnes are but young (as by 
originall finne, if it be not increaſed by praRtice 
and continuance, they are but cuill inclinations 
and diſpoſitions) they are more caſily ſubdued; 
whichif by continuance they grow to bee confir- 
med habits, they will ſubdue vs. For cuſtome be- 
commeth as it were anothernature,ſo that a man 


willascafily forgoc a member of his body, as for- 


ſake | 
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The Chrifttan Arie of Thriune. | 


his ſpots ? then may you alſo doe good;that are accufto. 
med to doe, exill, as the Lord ſaith by his Prophet 
leremy. 

5 Butſuppoſc, that thou maiſt ſeeme to re. 
pent atthe laſt, which many(alas)donot ſo much 
as ſceme to doc, dying cither deſperate as 1udas, 
or ſenceleſſe as Nabal : yet what affurance haſt 
thou, that thy repentance which is wrungfrom 
thee by extremitie of affliction, will bee ſound ? 


howſocuer in outward ſemblance and profeſſion, 


enquired early afier God, notwithitanding they did 
but flatter him with therr mouth , and lyed wnto him 
with their tongues : for their heart was not right with 
him, neither were they fted{a#t in his couenant? Doth 
not wofull experience ſhew , that many, whileſt 
they are in any extremity by ſicknesor otherwiſe, 
will ſeeme very penitent, and promiſe great mar- 
ters, if God would be pleaſed to reſtore them to 
their former eſtate; who when they are-reſtored, 
retume to their former courſes, and perhaps be- 
come worſe then euer they were before. Euen as 
water that hath been heated, when it cooleth a- 
gaine, is colder then before 2 Foras whena man 


draweth a bowe,jir followerh his hand: but when 


eſtate: _— whileſt the hind of God isvpon 

them,whercby he ſccketh rodraw them vntohim- 

ſelte,doeſeemeto follow his hand ; who when n 
D Lor 


Gke a fine whereunto he hath been accuſtomed. 
Can the «Ethiopian change hic 54m, or the Leopard | lerem.13.23. | 


when the Lord aid /lay them, they ſought him, and 


he lerterh his hand goe, itreturnerhto-his former | 


| 


| 


( 


l 
, 


-| Doth not the Plalmiſt teſtifie, that the Iſraelites, | Pſal. 78.34.36. 
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Plalm.78.57+ 
Hoſ.7.16, 


NeC.3.04, 


Plalm,98.37. 
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* |hisrighteouſnes, we ſhall nor ay finde them, 
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Lord taketh away his hand, returne to their for. 
mer condition, and perhaps turne afide like a 
ceitfull bow : which is afearcfull ſigne,thatwhen 
they howled vnto- the Lord vpon their beds , they 
cried not from their heart , as the Prophet Hoſea 
eth, and thatwhen theyſcemed toturne vn- 
to the Lord,and toſecke him early, their heart was 
not upright, as Dautd teſtifteth of the Iewes. The 
which I fpeake, not to cenſure thoſe which bee 

one, but to admoniſh vs, that we doe not pre- 
| mak For howſoeuer weare in charitic to iudge 


thebeſt of them,who before their departure haue 
ſeemed to repent; yetweareto be icalous of our 
ſelues, and to feare, if weneuer have repentance 
vntill by ſtrong hand it beextorred from vs ; leſt 
perhaps it will not be ſound. And this was the 
third reaſon manifeſting the folly of them, who 
deferre this duty of ſeeking Gods Kingdom from 
day to day. | 

4 If wefirſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God and 


butalſo all the things of this life, which are expe- 
dient for vs, ſhall be added ouer and aboue them 
by way ofaduantage, as our Sauiour herepromi- 
ſeth. Buron the other fide, if wee firſt ſeeke the 
things of this life, and pur off the care of our fal- 
uation to our latter daies ; as we ſhall be in great 
danger, for earthly things which are vaine and 
momentany.to loſe an eternall kingdome in Hea- 
uen : ſo haue we no aſſurance, that we ſhall S- 
taine our worldly defires, For it is the bleſſing of 
God that maketh rich.But ifwe belong vmtohim, 


a 


We. 


weare to-make account. that he will croſſe our 
prepoſterous deſires , and by croſſes and afflici- 
ons As it were by weeping croſle, bring vs to him- 
ſelfe, and weane vs from worldly deſires, that we 
may mind and affe& the things which are aboue. 
5 Butſuppoſe we attaine to our vvorldly de- 
fires, hauing not yet ſought the Kingdome of 
God, nor cared for the ſaluation of our ſoules : 
then will not theſe worldly goods be good vnto 
vs : for asthewiſc man faith, All theſe things are 
for good to the godly, ſo tothe ſinners they are 
turned vntoeuill. For to a worldly man that ſee- 
keth notthe Kingdome of God, and his righte- 
ouſnes, what is pleaſure, but the luſt of the fieſty; 
whatriches,but the Mammon of iniquiticz what 
honour, bur the pride of life; what learning and 
wiſdome, bur armata nequities, whereby men are 
enabled to doe the more hurt; what long life it 
ſelfe,but alonger continuance in finne?Buton the 
other ſide,if we firſt ſcek the kingdome of God and 
his righteouſnes; all theſe outward things ſhall be 
added vnto vs,as blefiings and fauours of God,and 
pledges of his louc:or ifwe may ſeeme to wantan 
temporal blefſings,the ſeeming want thereof ſha 
not hinder our happineſſe. Bleſſed are you, faith 
our Sauiour to the faithfull,though you be re; 
bleſſed though you mourne,8&c. for thou ey 
ſceme poore, yet are they truly rich ; yea, ri 
to God, Luke 12. 21. not onely becauſe th 
| hauea treaſure laid vp in Heauen,butalſo whey 
lines with contentednes is great riches, nei- 


is-any man fo rich as hee that is contented : 
3 though 
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Ecclus. 39.27. 


Luke 6.20.21, 


1,Tim.6,6, 
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Rom.s5.1,2, 
and 14.17. 


r.Per.1.8, 


Rom.$.17. 


Pſalm, 1151.10. 


| Ghoſt,which, as S.Peter ſaith,is vnſpeakeable and 
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thoughthey be abridged of worldly pleaſures,yer 
they onely haue the true delight: to thema good 
conſcience isa continuall feat, and hauing peace 
of conſcience, they haue alſo the ioy in the holy 


glorious. Though they may ſceme baſe in the eyes 
of the world, yet who are fo truly honourable as 
they, whoare the ſonnes and hcires of God, and 
coheucsof Chriſt? Though they are ſimple, yet 
who:ſo-wile as thoſe that feare God 2 who fo lear- 
nedas thoſe who know God to bee their Father, | 
Chriſt to be their Sauiour, and the holy Ghoſt to 
be their ſanRifier > Though their lite ſometimes 
be ſhort,yetis it recompenced with mmortality; 
and who may be thou be ſo long-lived, as thoſe 
in whomour Deng 2y' beguna ſpirituall life, 
which neuer ſhall haue end > - . 

6 Yntillwe fecke the:Kingdome of God ane 
hisrighreouſncs, weremaine in the kingdonie of 
Satan,and in the ſtate of damnation,ourt of which 
we hauc need ro haſte. 

7 Laſtly, vacill wee ſecke the. Kingdome- of 
God and his rightcouſnefle, we:-doe nothing but 
fine; this- duty being the firk which we can doe 
without finne. And therefore by delaying this 
duty, which ought firſt to bee done, we doeno- 
thing butadde finne tofinne,and hoord vp wrath 
againſt the day ofwrarh. 

Youſee-what our duty is; letvs now conſider 
our practice, Do not very many that would ſeeme 
Chxiſtians,:deferre their ſecking of Gods _ 
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hepa of theit ſaluation, vntill their 0 
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- [yer till then, they fecke God 'and his Kingdome., 
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they (till defer their tutning vnto God and ſeck- 
ing of his Kingdome, fo long as there is hope of 
life. For whart is the courſe that theſe men take, 
when God by ſicknes ſummoneth them as it were 
to appeare before him? hrſt,they ſend to the Phy- 
ſician. That they fend to the Phyſician, 1 miſlike 
not,fo it be done in due order. Bur firſt we ſhould 
labour to make our peace with God , humbling 
our ſelues vnder his hand , confefling and bewai- 
ling ourfiames, whereby we haue prouoked him 
roanger, turning tohim that ſmireth vs, andfly- 
ingvnto him by hearry,carneſt and faithfull praicr] 
for the pardon of our finnes, that the cauſe of our 
affliction being remooued , the affliction it ſelfe 
[may either be remooued. or ſanfified vnto vs. 
Then are we to vie Phyſicke and other lawful! 
helpes, depending on the bleſſing of God inthe 
vſe of them. But theſe men firſt ſend to the Phy- 
ſician,and whileſt they haueany hope of life,they 
never ſeeke to God, nor take care what ſhall be- 
come of their ſoules. Bur whenthe Phyſician gi- 
ueth them ouer as paſt recouerie; rhen,andneuer 
till then,they ſend for the Miniſter; then,and = 


As thovgh their meaning were, whe they leaueto/ 
liue, then onely to begin to liue tro God, and ha- 
uing all their time led the life of che Reprobate,] 
to dye neuertheleſfe the death of rhe 1ſt,/Bur 


not decemed,qualis wita,fins ita; fuelras hath in 
| —-. the 
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| ibi finis conſtitu- 


 Eccleſ.1,3, 
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the life, ſuch commonly is the end:and ordinarily 
the Greeke ſaying is true, mg; hwrie wonpir berg wer, 
Ofan euill life, there isan ill end. I take not vpon} 
mee to reftraine Gods mercy from thoſe,who at 
the laſt turne truely vnto him : but Lfpeake of that 
which is ordinary. Ir isto be fearcd, that not one 
of an hundred,who haue al their life time deferred 
their repentance, doth repent atthe laſt houre: 
and therefore it isan hundred to one,that thou 
ſhalt not then repent, if thou deferreſt till then. 
But the Kingdome of God is alſo to be ſought 
fr, aboue all things,that is, chiefly and princi- 
ally, and that for theſe reaſons. 1, Becauſe the 
luation of our ſoules in the Kingdome of Glo. 
ry,and the degrees of ſfaluation in the Kingdome 


Regnum ergo &> 
iuftitia Dei bo- 
num noſtrum 
eſt, & boc appe- 
tendumeſt, & 


endus,propter 
quol facimus, 
CuEcWngue fact 
mus Auguſt de 
ſerm.Domint im 
Mont.lb.2, 


Eccleſ. 39.27. 


& 3.11. 


of Grace, isour true happineſſe. The former,as 
beatitudo patrie : the otheras beatitudo wie : and 
being our happineſſe, and conſequently our 
chicteſt good,are in our iudgements to bee eſtee- 
med, inour affe&ions to be deſired, in our ende-| 
yours to be Jaboured foraboue all other things z 
nothing elſe being to bee defired or fought for 
otherwiſe,than as it may beca furtherance, or at 
leaſtno hinderance thereunto. As for the things 
of this life, they are ſo farre from being the chicks | 
|good, as that to them that ſer their hearts vpon | 
(them,and ſecke them chiefly, they are not good 
|at all, All cheſe things (faith the Wiſe man) are 
for good to the godly, buttothe ſinners they are 
turned into euill. For to thoſe that ſecke' them 
chicfly,they are not onely vaincand vnproficable, 
as Salomon teſtifieth, but through their owne de- 


fault | 
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fault, hurtfull alſo and pernicious vnto them ; as 
being not onely thomes to choke the ſeed of 
in them bur alſo the baits of ſinne, and ſnares of 
the diuell. For which cauſe Salomon ſaith, The 
roſperity of fooles deſtroyeth them. Againe, The 
boxes ofour ſouleis an etemall good. Theſe 
things, if they be good,are bur momentany. For 
as the whole carth, compared to the heauens, is 
but as a poynt of no ſenſible quantity fo our 
whole time vpon the earth, is but as a moment or 

yn of time, in compariſon of eternity. Who 
therefore would preferre the momentany vſe of 
earthly vanities in this world, before the enerlaſt. 
ing fruition of the ſuperexcellent eternall waight 
afglvey in heauen? 

Thirdly,conſider thewickedneſſe and profane 
folly of thoſe who chiefly ſeeke worldly things. 
For firſt, their eye being euill, their whole life is 
anſwerable, as was ſaid before. 2. They,which 
profeſſ - > chiefly ſeeke earthly things, 
as all worldlings doe, are notorious hypocrites; 

iuing their face and — to God, 
E their heart, with all their chiefe deſires, ſtu- 
dies and endeuours toMammon. 3. Thoſe that 
chiefly loue the world, and the things of this 
world.the loue of God is not in them: Yea,being 
louers of the world,jhey are found to be haters of 
God; for the amity-of this world'is enmity a- 
inſt God. 4» Thoſe who remouing their harrs 
om-God,doe ſet them on the world, are Idola- 
ters,or as Saint James calleth them, Adulterers, 


Pro.1.32. 


To happinefſe 
two thires r6- 
quir 


& perpetuity, 
Plal.16.1r, 


Ver.33. 


1-loh 3.1 5,16, 


lam.4.4 | 


bs haue no inheritance in the ——__ 
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| Eccleſ.10.9. 


Gen.25.33,34. 
Heb, 12. 16, 


Gal.6.8. 


ſubordinate the profeſſion of Religion, and the 


Phil. 2,19. | 


God. 5, Thoſe who chiefly affe&t. the worlddox 


care of keeping a good conſcience to worldly de- 
fires; and therefore in time of triall they fall a- 
way. VWhereas contrariwiſe, they whoſe treaſure 
is in heauen, and haue their Anchor of hope fixed 
there, will not ſuffer themſelues either to be allu- 
red to that which is euill, by the deſires of.the 
world:which they eſteeme as vanities, in compa- 
riſon of heauenly happineſle;'or to beg extitid 
from that which is good,by the affliftions andca- 
lamiries of this life, which are not worthy of the 
glory that ſhall bee reucaled, 6. That which is 
laid ofcouetous perſons, is true of all worldlings, 
that they haue ſer their ſoules to ſale, raking; fps 
them (as the price thereot') the vanities: of the 
world : And therefore are more fooliſh and pto- 
fane than Eſav, who fold his birth-righs br a 
meſſe of pottage...For theſe men/(for-matgers of 
like value,and leffe neceſſity) make away: an euer- 
laſting inheritance in the Kingdome of heauen. 
Finally, thoſe, which profeſſing themſelues 
Chriſtians, doe chiefly ſecke earthly things, doe 
caſt away their ſoules; not onely loſing = in- 
heritance in heauen, but alſo plunging them- 
ſelues into hell. For they which walke, that is, 
make profeſſion of religion,and yet chiefly minde 
earthly.things; the Apoſtle ſaith, that their end is 
damnation. And they which fowe to the fleſh, 
muſt looke of the fleſh to reape corruption. 
Fourthly conſider, the dodtrine of the Goſpell 
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| of Moſes, who when he was 
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the vow of Baptiſme,to renounce them : the duty 
ofall true Chriſtians, and the practice of Gods| 
children. For ſo many of vs as are true Chriſtians, 
arealſo tobe perſwaded,that we are ele&ed, cal- 
led, redeemed, regenerated vnto life eternall in 
the kingdome of God.And conſequently,that we py, . .. 
are heires, yea, Citizens of heaucn, and pilgrims| K:b.1:.1;. 
and ſtrangers vponearth, who ought to vie hac 
vita,vt via,this life,as a way to a better life z and 
the things of this lite, as helpes onely, and not as 
hindrances in our way, not to ſet our hearts vp-| Heb 12.1. 
on them, butto vie the world,as not abuſing it, | 1.cor.z. zr. 
being weaned from worldly deſires, and minding | *1 131.2. 
the things which are aboue. For it werea foule Col 3etgh, 
ſhame for vs,who are appointed to heauen, and 
called tro Gods Kingdome,to be wholly or chiet- 
ly addicted to the carth, like carth-wormes, or 
Serpents that crawle vpon the carth; like vn- 
cleane fiſhes,which wanting finnes, doclie in the 
mud; like blind beetles; which hauing wings, 
notwithſtanding are,for the moſt part,poring in' 
the dung of the earth. | 
And laſtly, conſider the praftice of the Godly; 
borty yeeres old, refu- |Heb.11.24, 
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ſed to be called the ſonne of Pharaohs daughter, |*i>*5- 
| chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with the people 
of God, then to cnioy the pleaſures of ſine for a 
* | ſeaſon: eſteeming the.reproach of Chriſt (ſo hee 
calleth the afflictions of the members of Chriſt) | 
greater riches then the treaſures of Egypr. wr 
the reaſon of all this was, becauſe hee had reſpe& | 
hs the recompence of _—_ thatis, a” = | 
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Luk.16. 


Plal.4.6,7. 


Pſa). 22.1,2. 
and Pſal 119.1 


Pſal.27.4. 


Luk. 10.43. 


Phil. 3.8,9. 


The Chrifttan Arie of Thrining. 
the faluation of his ſoule to all worldly reſpe&s : 
for he that harh aneye to the reward both of the 
godly and wicked , will not onely chuſe to be a 
bond-ſeruant among the people of God , rather 
then to be a Gallant in Pharaohs Courr,; bur hee 
will alſochuſe to be as poore a Lazar, as Laza- 
ris himſelfe.rather then to be another Dzes. 

Of Daridin the fourth Plalme: There be ma- 
ny that ſay,VVho will ſhew vs any good ? ſecking 
chiefely after worldly profit. But, Lord, faith he, 
life thou vp the light of thy countenance vpon vs, 


ſhew thy ſelfe fauourable and gracious vnto vs in 
Chriſtour Sauiour. This he would more rejoyce 
in, then the worldlings themſclues in all their 
proſperity. For, though he werea great and glo- 
rious King, yet he repoſed not his happineſle nei- 
ther in profit, nor in pleaſure, nor in promotion: 
but in the ſalvation of his ſoule , and the degrees 
thereof, as iuſtification and ſan&ification. And 
in Pſal.27.4. This is thatone thing which he deſi- 
red ofthe Lord, and which hee faith hee would 
ſceke after, being indeede that one thing, where- 
of by the teſtimony of our Sauiour there is ne- 
ceſſity. 
| Of the Apoſtles, who forſooke all they had in 
this world,to follow our Saviour Chriſt. Bur 
(chicfely ofthe Apoſtle Paul; who though hee had | | 
many things to >Blory in: yer hee eſtecmed all as 
dung, yeaas loſſc, in compariſon of his iuſtifica- 
tion and ſaluation by Chriſt. 
The vic hetcof is two-fold ; reproofeof world- 
lings, inſtraiorl to onr ſelaes;Andfirft;we are to 


reproouec | 
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reprooue the folly of worldlings , who through- 
out the whole booke of the Prouerbs are Salomons 
fooles: whoare not,as wee ſay , penny-wiſe and | 
pound-fooliſh , but body-wiſe and foule-fooliſh . 
For what greater folly can there bee, then for | 
momentany fruitio ofcandly vanities,to loſe an 
euerlaſting kingdome in heauen for the pleafure | 
ofa moment (as this whole lite is no more , nor | 
yet ſo much,compared to eternity) to incurre 
eucrlaſting miſery ; for the trifles and vanities of 
this world, to make away our ſoule, which is of | 
more worth vnto vs, then all the world beſides? | 
And ſecondly , the profancneſſe and wicked- 
neſſe of worldly-minded men ; whocither prefer | 
the obtaining and enioying of their worldly de- 
fires, before not onely the meanes of their ſaluati- | Math. 2. x. 


bh 
on,as thoſe in the Goſpell;but alfo before the glo- | Luk.14.18, tg, 


| 20, 


ry of God,and their owne faluation: or elſe fub- 
ordinate their profeſſion of Religion to their | 

worldly reſpe&s : who when they ought to affect? 

the things of this life, ſo farre onely as they con- | 

curre with their ſpirituall good: contrariwiſe af. 

fe& and profeſle Religion onely fo far, as it may | 

ſtand with the obtaining or enioying of their 

| worldly deſires. And therefore euen in their pro-| 79 theſemer, 
'feſſion of Religion, wherein they would ſeeme to | not Godlineſſe i 
[ſeeke the Kingdome of God, they chictly ſeeke 7; RR 
| (like hypocrites) their worldly ends. r.Tim.6, 

| Theinſtruction which weeare to learne from | 
hence,is alſo twofold, Forfirſt,if we are chiefly to 
ſeckethe Kingdome of God, and his righteoul- 
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neſſe;then muſt wee hunger and thirſt after the | 
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grace of God, and his ſpiritual _ in hea- 
uenly things, aboue all the things in this world, 


Then our chiefe care alſo muſt be,to keep a good 
conſcience, and to vſe all good meanes whereby 
| our ſaluation may be furthered : to enter into a re- 
ligious courſe of life, wherein wee may walke be. 
fore God in ſincerity and truth: to make choyce 
of our calling,of our company, of our marriage, 
as may beſt ſtand with our ſpirituall good. Bur 
chiefly and aboue all, to auoid thoſe things which 
doehinderthe faluation of our foules. Now the 
ſoule is loſt by ſinne; for the ſoule that ſinnerh, 
(hall die. Sccing therefore the ſoule,which is of 
more worth vnto vs than all the world befides,is 
loſt by finne; we ought euery one to haue this vn- 
fained purpole and ſettled reſolution, rot to ſine 
wittingly and willingly, though wee might gaine the 
whole world thereby ;,and much lefle the particular 
and pettie deſires thereof. Should-we not ſinne to 
gaine the whole world ; and ſhall euery trifle in 
the world moue vs to finne > For what is that 
which by ſinne wee gaine, in compariſon of the! 
world ; and what is the whole world to a mans 
foule? For what will it profit a man, if hee ſhall 
gaine the whole world, and loſe his owne ſoule > 
Or what ſhall a man giue in exchange for his 

ſoule ? 

Secondly, wee are to learne (as wee have been 
taught) to place our happineſſe and felicity inthe 
ſaluationof our ſoules. For then the eye of our 
mind ſhall bee ſingle and fincere, and the whole 
courſe of our life and conuerſation will bee ſpiri-| 

| ruall 
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ruall and religious, Then will all our defires,cares, 
ſtudies and indeuours tend chiefly to this end. 
Then ſhall we alwaies,with Xoſes,haue an eye to 
the recompence of reward; and with our Sauiour ' 
Chriſt, for the ioy that is ſer before vs, deſpiſe all | 
carthly things, Heb. 12. Then ſhall wee paſſe the 
time of this our pilgrimage,in a longing expeRa- 
| tion ofcuerlaſting happines. And herelore thrice 
| happicare they,who haue laid vp their treaſure in 
Heauen, and repoſcd their felicitic in the ſaluati- 
onof their ſoules, 

Now followeth the promiſe which Chriſt hath 
annexed to his commandement : Md all theſe 
things ſhall be added wvnto you. Where, before wee 
come to the words,we may, out of the promile in 
generall , not vnprofitably obſcrue two things : 
viz. the gracious dealing of God with vs, andour 
vngracious indiſpoſition in reſpec of ſpirituall 
things. - For whereas God,in reſpect of his abſo- 
lute dominion ouer vs, might enioyne vs thoſe 
things which appertaine to his glory onely, with- 
| out reſpe& of our good, as men vſec todeale with 
their ſeruants ; yet he commandeth vs ſuch things 
{as doe tend to our owne good. And that he ary 
allure vs to ſecke our owne good, he addeth graci- 
ous promiſes thereunto. 

The thing which our Sauiour here enioyneth, 
is, That we ſhould ſecke our owne * _-——m—y 
that we may beallured thereunto, he hath promj- 
ſed,that beling, weſhall find. And not mh that, 
but becauſe we are ſenſuall, and roo much addi- 


we 


th. _— 


Red to the things of this _ promiſcth, that if 
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weſhall firſt ſeeke our true and everlaſting happi- 
nes,we ſhall not only obtaine it; but in the meane 
timehe will giue vnto vs a ſupplie of all theſe out- 
ward things, which naturally we doe ſo much de- 
fire. Wherein the Lord dealeth with vs,as louing 
Parents deale with their children : who vſe to al- 
lure them to learne or practiſe ſome thing which 
may be for their ſingular good, by promiting vn- 
to them ſome pretty or pleaſing reward, where- 
withall as children they arc more affe&ed. The! 
which gracious goodnes of God ſhould allure! 
and encourage vs, to ſecke firſt his kingdome and 
his 5 mans An Secondly, we may obſerue our 
owne vntoward diſpoſition to that which is ſpiri- 
tually good. For whereas all men naturally and 
neceſlarily defirc happines:yet when we are infor. 
med, that our happines confiſteth in ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in heaucnly places, we haue no mind there- 
unto. Neither canwe, to the ſeeking thereof, bee 
moued either by the commandements of God, 
though wholy intending our good, or yet by the 
promiſe of ſpirituall bleſſings, vvhich are vvorth 
many vvorlds; but the Lord muſt be faine to al- 
lure vs to ſeeke our eternall happines, by promi-! 
fing vnto vs temporall revvards ; vvhich are bur | 
rifles to pleaſe children vvithall, in compariſon 


| ofthe other. And yet ſuch is the vwayvvardnes of a 


great number, that neither by the commande- 
ments of God, nor by his threatnings, neither by | 
the promiſes of a better life, nor by the promiſes | 
of is life, they can bee moued to affect or ſecke 


—_ things. The which vatoward indiſpoli-| 


tion | 
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tion is fo much the more abſurd, becauſe it is con. 
trary to the profeſſton of Chriſtians. For Chriſti. 
an religion reacheth vs to deny worldly luſts. And 
in the vowe of our Baptiſme we hane promiſed to 
renouncethE. And profefiing our ſclues Chriſti 
ans,we profeſſe our ſclues pilgrims in this world, 
and citizens of Heauen:and therefore ought to be 
weaned from earthly defires, and affetand mind 
the things which ate aboue. But to come to the 
promiſe it ſelfe, 

In handling whereof, Iwill firſt explaine the 
words as they lye in order, and then confirme the 
truth of this promiſe; that it may ſerue asa for- 
cible argument to moue vs.to ſceke firſt the king- 
dome of God and his righteouſnes. 

-. The coniun&tion Ard, is here vſed as a note of 
conſequencezas it he had faid,Secke firſt the king- 
dome of God and his righteouſhes , and ther 
theſe things ſhall be added vnto you. Which tea- 
cheth vs,that theſe temporall benefits,by the pro- 
miſe and bleſſing of God, are conſe@tartes of ſpi- 
rituall grace; that is , doe follow vpon our ſtudy 
and care in ſecking firſt the Kingdome of God 
and hisrighteouſnes : /4e#, ſaith Augu#tine,Confſe. 
quentur, ſt ita queretrs. But if any wan ſhall here- 
upon infer, that then(belike)the things of this life 
are promiſed to them thar ſhall negte& them al- 
rogether : I anfwere, They are promiled,not to 
thoſe that tempt God,or line inordinately: busro 
rhem that ſeeke them in a ſecondary 
ſubordinate theit deſire and care it fecking of 
them, to their ſpirituall good. Gvd woulthauc 
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'The Chriſtian Arie of Thrimng, © 
euery man ordinarily to live ina lawfull calling, 
and to bee induſtrious therein : to get his lively. 
hoode in the ſweate of his browes, and walking 
ordinately, to cate his ownbread,2.Thel.z.11,12. 
A&.20.35- Epheſ.4.28.The flothfull perſons are 


ſent to the Piſmire to ſchoole, of her to learne in- 


duſtry and prouidence, Prou. 6. 6. The Houſe- 
| holder is bound in conſcience to prouide for his 
| Family, and the Father for hischildren,r.Tim.s. 
8. 1.Cor.12.14. and the good houſewite is high- 
ly commended, Prou. 31. Our Sauiour Chriſt 
commandeth vs, by prayer to ſecke our daily 
bread; and what we deſire in our prayer,we are to 
ſecke in our practice. This promile therefore ſee- 
meth to be the ſame in effect with that,Pſalm.128. 
1,2. Bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord , and 
walketh in his waies ; for thou ſhalt eate the labour of 
thine hands. That is, If wee firſt ſecke his King- 
dome, and his righteouſnes, he will bleſſe our la- 
bours and indeuours for theſe outward things. 
They ſhall follow vpon our pictic and chiefe ſtu- 
dy for heauenly things, without our carking and 
| iImmoderare care;bur not ordinarily,without our 
; prouident careand honeſt endeuours. Wee are 
| therefore firſt to ſecke the Kingdome of God,and 
his righteouſnes;and then to ſeeke,in a ſeconda 
ry 
 reſpeR, the things of this life,as he]pes in this our 
| way to a better life, For as I ſaid betore, the word 
i firt , "ſeemerh to haue relation to a ſecond ;and 
| when weare commanded to ſecke heauenly bleſ. 
| ſings firſt, it is implied, that in aſecond place wee 
are to ſecke the bleſſings of this life, This if wee 


doc, 


= IJ. 


[Joegre are in thevſcofhoneſt meanes;to depend| 


'on the bleſſing of God according'to his promile,! 


' caſting our caxe vpon him; and referring the ſuc-| 
'ceſle vnto God, not-troubling-our ſclues, or ta-/ 
king thought * what ſhall be the euent,the know. 
ledge whereof belongeth.onely te God, | 
Theſe thipzs ] Whichbe needfull and cxpedi- 
cntfar this life. For God hath nor therefore com- 
'mandedys firſt to ſeeke his kingdome,and the life 
to come,that.we ſhould want the neceſſary helps 
of this life ; but that hauing fought that firſt, wee | 
| mipht-mbre fully enioy theſe, with-the facour 
an 


bleſſing of God. As if hee ſhould fay (faich | 


| Chryſaitome) I forbid you to, ſecke theſe things | 
notthat,youlmay not receiue-tham, bus chat you 
mayreccihus then more. abymantly; - Forſo, hee, 
{ai o -*T | ; 
:, Alltheſethings ] God therefore dealer liberal- 
ly with vs,giuing vs richly all zhings to; enjoy;. If 
hebeour Troteondoret alllackenothing,Bfal,) 
|23. If wee feare him, there ſhall beeno want vnto | 
vs,Pſalm: 34. If we walke vprightly before himghe 
will deny nothing vnto vs that is good;Plalm.$4. | 
Come tour Sautour therfore, youwhp ſay, ho | 
'will ew vs any good?and heewill ſhew you the | 
[Chriſtian zonenosy2,, of Arte, of Thriving. F5-#t 
(airh he) ſecke rhe kiimgdome of God,and hu righte-| 
| ouſueſſe, and all theſe then ſhall be, gdded wma you. 
For indeed; Godlineſſe (with contentedneſle) is 
great Thrift, bauing. the promiſes not onely 
of the life to come, bur of this life alſo, This then 
is the-moſt cotmpendious way for a man tobece 
F 


rich\ 


* That is, wrw- 
82: Þewy, forbid 

den, Lk .12 29. 
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te ſutara, 


1.Tio 6. 17. 
Plal.33.1, | 
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rich vnto God, and to attaine to all rhings thar 
are necdfull andexpedient;& toenjoy them with 
the fauourof God; whoſe blefſing maketh rich. 
But the principall word to be obſerued heere, | 
is, a4ded. All theſe things ſhall be added unto you. For 
firſt, by this wordis preſuppoſed, that thoſe who | 
ſceke firſt the Kingdome of God' and his righte- 
ouſneſſe,ſhall obtaine thoſe things which th 
principally ſeeke ; and ouer and beſides them, a 
theſe outwardthings ſhall be added wato'them, 


As to Salb-on, when he asked wiſedome of God, 


the Lor4'Yid tiot onely giuehim wiſedome, but 
thereunto added riches and honour. This there- 
fore muſt ſtirre vs vp, ſeriouſly and cheerfully to 
ſceke, knowing that our labour ſhall 'not begin 
vaine inthe Lord.I faid not to the ſeed of 7xcob, 


|Secke ye mein vaine, faith the Lord, For as hee 


hath commanded vs to ſeeke; ſo hee hath promi- 
{ed thatſeeking, we ſhall finde, Math;7. And in 
chisplice;thatwe ſhall noronely finde his king- 
dotie.and his righteouſnefle, which chiefly wee 
ſeeke but that thereunto ſhall bee added all the 
things of this life whichate expedient for vs. 


| '! Seeondly,wheras he ſaith nor; All theſe things 


ſhallhe given, butthat they ſhall bee added, hee 
reacheth vs, that/ temporall blefſings are not 
promiſed as the'principall reward of our ſeck- 
ing : but as aceefſaries and additions giuenouer 
and aboutthe principall,by way of aduantage. As 
Tradeſmen ; when' they will deale bountifully 
with their buyers, doe vie by way of adtiantage, 


to adde ſonithing'to the number, waight;or mea- 
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ſure ofthat commodity which ehey vtcer.So thar 
ſpirityall bleſſings in heauenly places, ace the re. 
wards which principally are given; temp 
bleſſings are bur pertie rewards, and additions, 
which are added by way of aduantage. This ther. | 
fore ;xcacheth vs againe, that the. Kingdome of 
od.and his righteoulſneſſ, are principally to be 
ſought, as the; principall pron Lge that they 


repoſter and ablurdly; who chi 
Fe te — or for thei:fakes rare. 
tiohgz and acceſiorics, and auQtries; appendices 
andconſequents of the former.-1 ;_;: 

T 0 you | namely, that fecke firſt the kingdome 
kingdome of God agd his tighteouſneſle'arcpro! 
miledas the principall; nor temporall bleſſings, 
as additions and auQaries;butonely torhoſewho 
performe the duty, which.is the condition of: the 
promiſe. Burt againſ} the truth. of this promile, 
two things may be obietted.'The former, thatto 
many,who. doe not firſt ſecke-the gs of 
God ang. his righteouſneſſe, all theſe things are 
| iuen.:The latter, that to many,who doe ſecke 
&rQ the kingdome of Godand his righteouſneſle, 
all theſe things are not giuens 

To the firſt I anſwere, that. when worldlings, 
| who doenotfirſt ſecke the kingdomeoÞGod and 
| his righteouſneſſe, abound with worldly benefits: 
it mayfirſt be doubted, whether they be giuen vn- 
.to them of God, For ifthey bee gotten by valaw- 
| full mcanes, they are not recciued from God as 
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thacchicflyſet their hearts vpon- the world, and 
dorenioytheiyhearts wr es ro feare left they 
be like the catte)which pomg -inP/ beſt paſtures, 
are fatted for theſlaughter.-But ſuppoſe, that the 
Lord doth givethE as temporal rewards of moral 


| vertues,onwages for forme outward & teporal ſer- 


vioe:yer thisptomilſe ignot-verified of the. For to. 
them, theferhings|though they be giuen,yet they | 
are notadded, becauſe they are -giuen'alone, For | 
alas;rhefe men hane.their portion inthis life,Pſal.. 
17andalttheirgood things they receive whiles 


|rtheyliue heere,Luk:16: and in this life , asour 


Math.6.2,5. ;Sauiour ſpeaketh of other x) qv; they re- 
ea 
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cciuc alltheir reward. But theſe are not the por- 
tionor rtclvard of Gods children, whoſe inheri- 
tance is.m heauen-: but ſmall additions vnto their 
\principall rewards, Greater bleflings are promi- 


fed and giuento them, to-whichtheſe are added, 


| To:the ſecond I anfwere, that promiſes of tem- 
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porall benefits which are not abſolutely good, 
{re not tobe'vnderſtood abſolutely: & that to the 
godly,who firſt ſecke the kingdome of God, 8 his 
righteouſnes,all theſe things arc added , fo far,as' 
they areexpedient for Gods glory, & their owne| 
ſpirituall good:ſofar,as they are bl ndnort! 
curſes;ſo far, as they do,or ought to ſeek or defire 
them. For with theſe limitations, all promiſes of 
temporal bleflings are to be vnderſtood;For theſe 


outwardthings,it they be not ſubordinat to Gods 
giory,and our own ſpirituall &cuerlaſting good; 
theyare not to be eſteemed good —_—_ bleſ- 
ſings. And therfore,as they are not within verge 
of Gods promile forpromilſes are of bleſſings,nor 
ofcurſes:fothgy arenor,or ought not tobe within 
the compaſſ@®tvur deſire. For they that firſt ſeek 
the Kingdome of God, and his righteauſneſſe;in 
ſo OI ate all their worldly deſires to 


Gods glory,& their os good:deſiring 
nothing in'this world,bur ſo farreas it may ſtand 
with Gods glory, and their owne faluation. 

| Nowitis manifeſt, that it is good many times 
for the children of God, to be vnder the crofle : 
and to be afflicted with want of ſome outward 
things. Butthis want, theſe croſſes, doe not hin- 
der Heir happinefle, but further their good. For 
they are happy,notwithſtanding them,Luk.6.20, 

21. And therfore to the promiſe of temporal bleſ- 

ſings, made to thoſe which firſt ſeeke Gods King. 

dome with purpoſe to renounce all for Chriſts 

ſakes God hath annexed the promiſe of the croſſe. 

God inloue doth chaſtiſe his children for their 
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rthem thatthey areafflied, Yea, Dawid pro- 
nounceth them: happy, whom: the Lord doth 
chaſtiſe, and teach them out of his Law, Thoſe 
that firſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and his 
rightcouſneſfſe , haue this priuiledge ;- and as 
Eſay calleth it, this heritage, thatas nothing ſhall 
hurt them; ſoall things whatſocuer , as well ad- 
verſity as proſperity , ſhall, by the mercifull dif 
penſation of Gods Fatherly prouidence , worke 
together for their good. ;This, therefore is the 
diſpoſition of all thoſe, who firſt ſecke the King- 
dome of God,and his righteoufnes.Not to affect, 
cither with couctous worldlings, aboundance, or 
with ſuperſtitious phantafticks, vojuptary poyer- 
ty. Nor to ſecke tobe their ewn@aruers , and 
much leſle to reſolue, that they will attaine to | 
great matters in this world (for they that will be 
rich, whether God giue them lawhull meanes or | 
not, doefall into the ſnare of the Deuill, and are 
ready to ſwallow his baites) bur to ſubmit them- 
ſclues tothe good , and moſt wiſe prouidence 0 
God,ſecking andexpeRing from him ſuch a mea- 
ſure of temporall bleſſings , as hee in his Fatherly 
wiſedome doth know to be moſt expedient for 
|them. This was the prayer of the wiſe man, Pro. 
| 30. And this is the prayer,which by the diretion 
of our Sauiour Chriſt,we are daily to make: Giue 
menot aboundance,nor giue me not penury,but, 
Feed me c:bo dimenſimei, which our Saniour cal- 
leth + mivsr + ;miow, that is, that portion of tem- 
porall benefits , which God knoweth to be moſt 
fitting | 


== denie, bur thats is good 


firting and expedient for vs. - Therefore notwith- 
ſtanding theſe obieQons , this promiſe made to 
thoſe, which firſt ſecke Gods Kingdome and his 
righteouſneſle, is moſt true; and as it properly be- 
longeth to them, and not to worldlings : fo is it 


cucr performed towards them. 
Andthat wee may not onely mu vndoubred 
credit to this gracious promiſe, but alſo, in ſure 


afhance and faith therein, be moued to ſeeke firk 
the Kingdome of God and his righteouſnefle ler 
vs not ny _ his trueth in his promiſe, 
but 'alſo his fideliry in performance, P 125. 
His ne ul rp plentifull ad FA 
thoſe that ſeeke him, Gen. 15. 1.and 17. 1. His 
|bountie, ghuing all chings aboundantly to enioy, 
r.Tim.6.$” His pronidence, both generall, who 
jveth all things toall; all rhings that arenced- 
il! and expedient, (AR. 17.25.) to all creatures, 
eucni to thoſe) which were made for mans vic. 
Math.6.25,26,&c, the which prouidence of God, 
the brute creatures ſeeme to acknowledge, Pſal. 
104. 25. and 145. 15. That thoſe men may know 
themlelues to bee more bruriſh then the brute 
||beaſts, who doe not ackhowledge Gods proui- 
dence, and in ſome meaſure depend thereon. And 
alſo ſpeciall, rowards thefaithtull, Pſal.106. 4,5 
and 34.16.For they are of his family.and het 
no doubt hee will prouidefor them, 1.Tim.4.10. 
He is thetr Paſtor; and therefore they ſhall lacke 
nothing Pſal. 23.1.Hee is their heauenly Father, | 
and therefore will ſupply their wants, Math. 6.32. 
and 7.11. They are his children in Chriſt, and in 
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| himhaue right to all things, x. Cor. 3.22. and 
therefore, in his iuſtice, will not denie them any 
thing thatis good for them, Plal.84.11. Totheim 
he hath giuen his only Sonne; and therefore,with 
him, will in his loue giuc all chings-profitable,Ro. 
8.32. To them,according to his good pleaſureghe 
hath appointed a Kingdome. And therefore th 

neede nor feare, but that they ſecking ir firſt bork 


that Kingdome ſhall be giuen vato thiem:and that 


, 


by way of aduantage,Luk 12.31,32-' '/ 51 7 
| The Lord for his mercics ſake giye vs all grace, 
firſt ro ſeeke his Kingdome, and his tightcouſnes: 
thatwe may obtaine his righteouſnes jn the King- 
[dome of grace , whereupon'will follgw. peace of 
conſcience, and joy intheholy GhoſtFvith a fhp- 
| ply of all 'necdfull bleſſings inthis life : and may 
.in.the-cnd attaine to cucrlaſtivg happineſſe jn 
the Kingdomeof Glory, where we ſhall haye the! 
'  fruitionof God himſclie, who'is the chicfeſt 
| Good, through Ieſus Chriſt our Lord 
andonly Sauiour. Towhomwirh - 
' . theFather, andtheholy Spirit, 
be all praiſe and glo | 
for cucrmore, 


| | Amen; 
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all theſe things alſo ſhall be addedouer &aboue, | 
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